
May 20, 2013 

Dear Parents, 

I have some very exciting news regarding our building homework expectations for the 2013-2014 

year.  We know that reading is the most important kind of homework.  Research indicates that students 

achieve at higher levels when they devote time to reading outside of school.  “Recently, the largest-ever 

international study of reading found that the single most important predictor of academic success is the 

amount of time children spend reading books, more important even than economic or social status.” 

(Atwell, Nancie The Reading Zone:  How to Help Kids Become Skilled, Passionate, Habitual, Critical 

Readers. Scholastic, 2007) 

Children read for so many different reasons.  They read to broaden their vocabularies and to 

become better readers- develop deeper levels of comprehension; become more fluent, engaged and critical 

thinkers.  It is imperative that our children read in order to become smarter about their world and how it 

works.  There is no substitute for reading both at home and at school.  Nagy and Herman did a study 

several years ago that showed that a student who reads 20 minutes a day-about 3,600 minutes a year-will 

acquire 1,800,000 words and be performing in the 90th percentile.   

Next year, all K-5 students who attend Independence will be expected to read a minimum of 20 

minutes each night.  Students will also be required to respond in writing to their reading.  This response 

may be done paper/pencil or it may be completed utilizing electronic programs such as Edmodo or Kidblog.  

Your child’s classroom teacher will determine the response part of the building reading expectations and 

will communicate with you specifically about that during Open House/Curriculum Night on Tuesday, August 

6th.  I wanted all of our parents to be aware of this new K-5 building reading homework expectation moving 

forward so that you may begin to have conversations as a family to determine how you will get this 

accomplished along with everything else you have going on in your lives.  The expectation will be a 

partnership between home and school.  Children whose parents and teachers expect and require them to 

read, and support them in the process, are much more likely to grow up to be more skilled readers.   

I have attached some helpful tips for parents of beginning readers and for intermediate readers as 

well.  As I mentioned above, your child’s classroom teacher will provide more specific information during 

Open House/Curriculum Night on Tuesday, August 6th.  Thank you for your ongoing support of our School 

Improvement expectations and your child’s progress.  I also want to strongly encourage reading at least 20 

minutes a day this summer in order to maintain good reading habits.  Most local libraries have special and 

motivating summer reading programs for kids.  I can’t stress enough the importance of reading 20 minutes 

a day.  Enjoy your summer and I look forward to working with your family next year!  Happy reading! 

Sincerely, 

Emily Allen 

Principal 


